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the great political and social changes of his day: he did not
rebel against the Second Empire, much as he detested the
regime, and he rallied to the Third Republic although all his
sympathies were with the constitutional monarchy of the
Orleans dynasty, believing as he did that France had never
been so happy as under Louis-Philippe.
#           #           #           #           #"#           #            *
Turning now from history to the great contemporary prob-
lems of the day we find the same difficulty, to pin Renan down
to a definite opinion. Take, for instance, the ever-recurrent
question of the place of the nation and war in the world's
development: it is easy to show both a pacifist and a warlike
Renan. "War," he wrote to Strauss in 1870, " is a tissue of
sins, a state against nature. That which opens the gates of
Walhalla excludes from the Kingdom of God." And he has
strong words for those who would exalt the country above
mankind. " Our country is not everything," he said at Oxford
in 1880, " we are men and sons of God before being French
or German. The Kingdom of God, that eternal dream which
cannot be uprooted from the heart of man, is the perpetual
protest against what is too exclusive in patriotism. The State
does, and can only do, one thing, organize the collective
selfishness. This is not unimportant, but it is not enough."
His famous lecture, Qrfest ce quune Nation ? is an extra-
ordinarily enlightened and broad survey of the true nature of
the national group, the refusal on the part of the individuals
that compose it to believe in its finality, its strictly spiritual
cultural nature and function, its reconcilability with federation
(which he thinks to be certain and desirable, " superior to
all nationalities "), with national unselfishness, with world-
responsibilities, the admission that nations are not eternal and
that the principle of independent nationalities ultimately means
the perpetuation of war. There are few who could not be
nationalists as Renan appears to understand the term. And yet
he' concludes by the declaration that no nation has the right to
commit suicide; he proclaims his agreement with the French
principle, of the " integrity of the State," declares that if she
loses Alsace and Lorraine France no longer exists, that the
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